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for learning.

in Decatur, IL. I also earned a
Masters of Education degree in
Reading, from Xavier Univ. in

Cincinnati, OH.

I have been a preschool director and teacher, Early

Childhood Educator, and taught PE, kindergarten and
first grade. I am trained as an Alphabetic Phonics tutor.

My husband, Darren and I have been blessed with twin
daughters. I enjoy reading, puzzles and playing games

with my family.

My favorite verse is : “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will

say it again: Rejoice!” Phil 4:4

SUMMARY OF OUR EDUCATIONAL GOALS

In relationship to God

0

0

0

The student grows in the grace and knowledge of
the Triune God,

The student is taught to live a Christian life through
the power of the Holy Spirit, and that he/she has
the assurance of eternal salvation through faith in
Jesus Christ, and

The student gains knowledge of the Bible and its
contents.

In relationship to self, others, and community

0
0

The student will develop a positive self-image, and

The student will develop knowledge, skills, and
attitudes required for living a productive Christian
life as a responsible member of his/her church,
community, and world.

In relationship to intellectual development

0

0

The student will develop academic talents and
skills to the fullest extent of his/her ability,

The student will develop positive attitudes toward
learning, and

The student shall be exposed to cultural activities,
fine arts, and various types of music through class-
room study, exhibits, direct participation, and field
trips.

Jesus with my students. Also, I hope
to help each student strengthen his or
her talents and foster a life long love

I earned a BS degree in Elementary
Education from Millikin University

Centering on the immediate world of the six-year-old, this course begins
by establishing the special relationship that God has with those who are
His children. As students learn about the life of Jesus and His special
people described in the Bible the children grow in their understanding of
how God shows His love to His people and how we can show our love to
Him by loving and forgiving others. Memory work is assigned weekly.
The text used is One in Christ, Concordia Publishing House.

Language Arts

The language arts program is designed to provide support for building a
strong reading foundation. It combines research-based instruction with
new tools to meet today’s challenges. It incorporates both print and
digital media to provide instructional support, finding and using text
evidence, engaging in collaborative conversations, and writing to sources.
The reading series and phonics program combined are enriched with
carefully selected literature and the writing process using appropriate
grammar, composition and spelling.

The texts used are McGraw-Hill Reading Wonders and Saxon Phonics.

Mathematics

By using a variety of manipulatives and hands-on learning strategies, first
graders learn to fluently add and subtract: facts within ten, facts to
twenty, and two-digit addition and subtraction using place value.
Understanding patterns and grouping according to similarities and
differences are important concepts of math at this level, as well as
understanding the place value of our number system. Activities also
develop the student’s understanding of time, measurement, money and
real life problem-solving. As the year progresses, the children are
introduced to the value of fractions, and the concept of less than one
whole. (Text: enVision Mathematics

Social Studies

As God’s children, students learn the importance of being part of a
community and interacting in Christian love with those around them.
Concepts students will learn are: rules, laws and citizenship; symbols of
our country; changes in people’s lives from long ago; how God created us
different yet similar; and how money is used in a community. In First
Grade, students also broaden their understanding of the state in which
they live, and Kansas history and culture supplement the learning in this
program. Map skills are introduced and enrich the learning by providing
visual relationships to certain locations.

Class activities for the Social Studies program also integrate literature
and emphasize the writing process throughout the year, as well as, music,
choral reading, finger plays, dramatizations, role playing, story-telling,
audio-visuals, and field trips. The text used is A4 Child’s View, by
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt School Publishers.

Science

The First Grade Science program emphasizes the process of investigating
and solving problems in science. Observing, creating models, collecting
and interpreting data, inferring, predicting, experimenting and
formulating hypothesis are skills stressed in all activities as the students
study Physical, Life and Earth Sciences as well as Science, Engineering

and Technology skills.
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This year, I look forward to helping
each and every student grow
academically, socially, and in their
Faith. [ am very blessed to be able to
share Jesus’ love with my students.

I was born and raised in Arkansas
City, KS. In 2021, I earned a
Bachelor of Science in Elementary
Education from Kansas State
University then moved to Wichita.

I started my career teaching 3rd Grade in Wichita Public
Schools. I came to Holy Cross in 2022 and am excited to
be teaching 1st grade with Jesus Christ at the center of
our education.

In my free time I enjoy going to the lake, watching
movies, cheering on the K-State Wildcats, and spending
time with my family and husband, David.

My favorite Bible verse is : “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”
Philippians 4:6

SUMMARY OF OUR EDUCATIONAL GOALS

In relationship to God

O The student grows in the grace and knowledge of
the Triune God,

O The student is taught to live a Christian life through
the power of the Holy Spirit, and that he/she has
the assurance of eternal salvation through faith in
Jesus Christ, and

O The student gains knowledge of the Bible and its
contents.

In relationship to self, others, and community
O The student will develop a positive self-image, and

O The student will develop knowledge, skills, and
attitudes required for living a productive Christian
life as a responsible member of his/her church,
community, and world.

In relationship to intellectual development

O The student will develop academic talents and
skills to the fullest extent of his/her ability,

O The student will develop positive attitudes toward
learning, and

O The student shall be exposed to cultural activities,
fine arts, and various types of music through class-
room study, exhibits, direct participation, and field
trips.

First Grade Curriculum Overview

Biblical Studies

Centering on the immediate world of the six-year-old, this course begins
by establishing the special relationship that God has with those who are
His children. As students learn about the life of Jesus and His special
people described in the Bible the children grow in their understanding of
how God shows His love to His people and how we can show our love to
Him by loving and forgiving others. Memory work is assigned weekly.
The text used is One in Christ, Concordia Publishing House.

Language Arts

The language arts program is designed to provide support for building a
strong reading foundation. It combines research-based instruction with
new tools to meet today’s challenges. It incorporates both print and
digital media to provide instructional support, finding and using text
evidence, engaging in collaborative conversations, and writing to sources.
The reading series and phonics program combined are enriched with
carefully selected literature and the writing process using appropriate
grammar, composition and spelling.

The texts used are McGraw-Hill Reading Wonders and Saxon Phonics.

Mathematics

By using a variety of manipulatives and hands-on learning strategies, first
graders learn to fluently add and subtract: facts within ten, facts to
twenty, and two-digit addition and subtraction using place value.
Understanding patterns and grouping according to similarities and
differences are important concepts of math at this level, as well as
understanding the place value of our number system. Activities also
develop the student’s understanding of time, measurement, money and
real life problem-solving. As the year progresses, the children are
introduced to the value of fractions, and the concept of less than one
whole. (Text: enVision Mathematics)

Social Studies

As God’s children, students learn the importance of being part of a
community and interacting in Christian love with those around them.
Concepts students will learn are: rules, laws and citizenship; symbols of
our country; changes in people’s lives from long ago; how God created us
different yet similar; and how money is used in a community. In First
Grade, students also broaden their understanding of the state in which
they live, and Kansas history and culture supplement the learning in this
program. Map skills are introduced and enrich the learning by providing
visual relationships to certain locations.

Class activities for the Social Studies program also integrate literature
and emphasize the writing process throughout the year, as well as, music,
choral reading, finger plays, dramatizations, role playing, story-telling,
audio-visuals, and field trips. The text used is 4 Child’s View, by
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt School Publishers.

Science

The First Grade Science program is an innovative, standards-aligned,
hands-on curriculum that teaches children how to think like scientists.
Children are naturally curious. Elementary school years are the time to
nurture that curiosity. These are the years when children form habits of
thinking that will live with them for the rest of their lives. This is when
they form their view of the world. This is the time to teach children how
to think critically, how to solve problems. This is the opportunity to
nurture each child’s burning curiosity, guide them as they explore their
world, and ensure that they develop the most important skill of all: the
ability to figure things out for themselves. (Text: Mystery Science)
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